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A Geopolitical Analysis of the Strategies of Terrorist
Movements in Iraq (ISIS as a Case Study)

Dr. Hussein Hatem Ali Al-Shabli
University of Kufa - College of Arts
Department of Geography
Husseinh.shiblawi@uokufa.edu.iq

Abstract
The terrorist organization ISIS has leveraged its previous experience

to return to security activity and adapt to the new reality following its
multiple military and security defeats, as well as the loss of much of
its social support base in the northern provinces and western regions
of Irag. Accordingly, it transformed areas such as the Hamrin
Mountains and the western desert of Iraq into launching bases to
intensify its operations. However, it has only managed to recover a
small portion of its former strength, despite the killing of its
leaders, the destruction of its safe havens, and the freezing of many of
its funding sources.

ISIS has utilized some limited financial and military capabilities that
are nowhere near comparable to what it had between 2014 and
2017. It is evident that the organization is still capable of exploiting
the sympathy of some individuals in northern Irag to maintain the
activity of its cells. However, it does not appear to be able to transition
or leap to a phase of military control as it did previously. On the
other hand, it possesses a greater capacity to carry out militarily
styled strikes through security-based operational mechanisms.

The fact that ISIS has not re-emerged in its previous organizational
form does not necessarily mean it has been eliminated entirely. It
remains an ideological organization, grounded in a unified set of
beliefs and ideas, and continues to exploit opportunities to
implement them on the ground.
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