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Abstract:

This research aims to study the International Development Road Project in
Iraq by identifying the political and strategic challenges facing the project,
evaluating the opportunities it provides to enhance economic and social
development in Irag, and examining the importance of the International
Development Road in Irag. The research employed a descriptive-analytical
approach, analyzing a set of data and information related to the
Development Road Project, along with studying economic and social
indicators. Additionally, previous reports and studies on the project were
used to provide a comprehensive analysis.

The research revealed a set of important findings, the most prominent of
which are:

1. The International Development Road Project faces complex political and
strategic challenges, including disputes between the central and regional
governments in Iraq, as well as regional tensions that may hinder the
smooth implementation of the project.

2. The lIragi government suffers from financial difficulties, including a
significant budget deficit, making the funding of the project a major
challenge. Additionally, there is a need to find alternative funding sources,
such as partnerships with the private sector or international loans.
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Y. The project provides an opportunity to enhance Iraqg’s role as a regional
and international trade hub, promoting trade and contributing to the
diversification of the economy away from dependence on oil.

¢, The project will create significant job opportunities during the
construction phase and after its completion, helping to reduce
unemployment rates and increase income levels.

5. The International Development Road Project will greatly enhance Iraq's
transportation infrastructure, improving roads, ports, and airports, thereby
facilitating the movement of goods and people and strengthening
connections between Irag and neighboring countries.

Based on these findings, the research reached several recommendations,
the most important of which are: developing multiple financing strategies,
including private investments, funding from international funds, and soft
loans, and improving project management mechanisms through
implementing training programs for the personnel responsible for project
management and ensuring the selection of companies with high experience
and efficiency.

Keywords: International Development Road, political challenges, strategic
challenges, financial challenges, security challenges, economic
opportunities.
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