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The formation of the individual and
individualism in postmodern society

Dr. Sabah Mahdi Halwas AL-Shukri

Dr. Farida Jasim Darah

Abstract

In a postmodern society, individualism exists within a more complex
globalized framework of open communication between different
communities, with individuals interacting outside the confines of space,
time, and regional boundaries. Therefore, many of the classical definitions
that define the characteristics of society (specific territory, specific culture,
independence, common language, etc.) do not apply to a postmodern
society, which is more open, dynamic, and transformative than traditional
and modern societies. This reality requires sociology to formulate and adapt
its analyses to this type of society, in which individuals become increasingly
«individualized,» and in which the forms of groups, organizations,
institutions, and partnerships diversify, crossing from the local to the regional
and global. This occurs in a social world in which independent borders are
breached and nationalities, cultures, and languages are weakened, allowing
new characteristics of the individual to emerge. This will be an attempt to
uncover the most significant intellectual transformations and changes in the
individual, his behavior, his social relationships, the meanings he bestows
on his lifestyle, his personal and collective tastes, and the way he perceives
his life and practices. Daily life and its trends in Western society, examining
the characteristics of individualism, how the abstract individual is formed in
postmodern society, the characteristics and features of individualization, its
levels, and the changes that have occurred in contemporary social institutions.

Keywords: individual, uniqueness, individualization, individualization,
society, postmodern society.
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