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Abstract:

This research aimed to introduce Sheikh Muhammad bin Shams bin Khinjar al-Battashi al-Omani (d. 1420 AH / 1999
CE) and his composed work Salasil al-Dhahab fi al-Usul wal-Furu’ wal-Adab (Chains of Gold in Principles, Branches,
and Literature), particularly in the section on Tafseer (interpretation of the Quran), by shedding light on his methodology
and highlighting the strengths and weaknesses of his work. To achieve this, the researchers employed five main method-
ologies:

1. Historical Methodology: To introduce Sheikh al-Battashi and his book Salasil al-Dhahab.

2. Inductive Methodology: To deduce and analyze the section on Tafseer in the book Salasil al-Dhahab.

3. Comparative Methodology: To compare what the author wrote with other Quranic interpretations, particularly
those of al-Baghawi, al-Zamakhshari, al-Qurtubi, and al-Qutb.

4. Descriptive Methodology: To mention the most significant elements in the 7afseer section.

5. Critical Methodology: To clarify the strengths and weaknesses of the work.

The study concluded with several key findings, the most important of which are: Sheikh al-Battashi’s Tafseer is
considered the first Ibadi Omani interpretation of the rare words in the Quran, to our knowledge, that has reached us
completely in a poetic form. Sheikh al-Battashi formulated his interpretation in an easy and smooth poetic style, close to
general jurisprudential phrasing. The total number of verses in his work amounts to 1,637 lines. His interpretive poetry is
characterized by the richness of scientific knowledge in interpretation, creed, jurisprudence, and Quranic sciences, espe-
cially in readings and the names of surahs, and the distinction between Meccan and Medinan verses. Sheikh al-Battashi
largely relied on the traditional school of interpretation, with Ma alim al-Tanzil by al-Baghawi being the main book he
referred to, although he occasionally deviated from it in certain explanatory terms.

One of the main points derived from the research on Sheikh al-Battashi and his book Salasil al-Dhahab is related to
the methodology, specifically his lack of a clear, consistent approach when choosing the terms to be interpreted, whether
they were numerous or few.

Keywords: al-Battashi, Salasil al-Dhahab, Tafseer, Poetry, al-Baghawi.
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