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Unique Readings of ‘Ubayd ibn ‘Umayr (d. 74 AH)
Prepared by: Dr. Hussein Hatim Hussein / Al-Iraqia University / College of Education
Abstract:

The Tabi‘i (Successor) ‘Ubayd ibn ‘Umayr (d. 74 AH), may Allah be pleased with him,
was among the distinguished scholars known for their pioneering role and esteemed status.
He was one of those who transmitted Qur’anic readings. His readings have been widely doc-
umented in books of Tafsir and Qira’at. This Tabi‘i was known for having unique readings
not shared by others, which are classified among the irregular (shadhdh) readings. Given the
importance of these irregular readings, they were heavily discussed in exegetical and Qira’at
literature.

Therefore, I directed my research towards studying these readings through the lenses of
Tafsir and Qira’at literature, due to their significance in enriching and preserving linguistic
aspects. Indeed, irregular readings are among the richest sources in heritage for linguistic ma-
terial, making them a valuable foundation for modern linguistic studies.

Although the term “irregular” (shadhdh) in linguistic usage generally refers to what de-
viates from standard or well-known forms, in the context of Qur’anic readings, irregularity
pertains not to the reading itself but rather to its chain of transmission. Many readings classi-
fied as irregular have strong justifications in terms of eloquence and clarity. Some are equally
eloquent as the canonical ones; others may even surpass them in stylistic refinement and gram-
matical strength, grounded in sound linguistic principles.

Keywords: ‘Ubayd ibn ‘Umayr, Qur’anic readings, unique readings, irregular readings.
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