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Abstract

This is a brief glimpse and a splendid flash upon one of the works of
our past scholars, showing you creativity in its essence, precision at its
peak, and revealing a discerning mind and noble efforts of a unique schol-
ar whose equal is rare, namely Shaykh Taqi al-Din Ibrahim al-Kaf*ami.

What is meant by “the work” is his book (Ghayat al-Talkhis fi Masa’il
al-‘Uways). At first glance, the reader might assume that the book is a
summary of al-‘Uways by Shaykh al-Mufid—may Allah have mercy on
him—but the author intended by the term (al-‘Uways) the genre of com-
plex issues which appear outwardly intricate and contain apparent con-
tradiction and opposition, typically posed to test jurists and assess their
capabilities.

A number of scholars who wrote biographical entries on the author
have attributed this book to him, and what further confirms this attribution
is the author’s remarkable attention to unusual issues in some sciences.
Furthermore, he included a number of such issues in his book Nur Hadqat
al-Badi‘ in a chapter he named “Jurisprudential Riddles.”

The author’s method in this work was based on formulating the selected
issues—not from books of ‘Uways—in a particular phrasing that reveals a
kind of riddle within them, to the extent that the reader, without Shaykh al-
Kaf*ami’s phrasing, would find the issue self-evident rather than difficult.

As a result, we clearly observe the volume and nature of the contribu-
tion the author made to complex jurisprudential issues, making it a unique
source for issues he himself originated.

He relied in this work on sources, some of which are now considered
lost in our time, and others that are unknown to us. He organized the book

into: two chapters, two introductions, and a conclusion.

Keywords: Ghayat al-Talkhis , Masa’il al-‘Uways, Al.Kaf‘ami.
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