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The Intellectual Foundations of Contemporary Atheism:
A Study of Concept and Ideas

Asst. Prof. Dr. Sameer Hashim Khudhair Al-Obaidy

Specialization in Islamic Doctrine and Philosophy / Lecturer at Al Imam Al-Adham University College
Abstract :

This research explores the intellectual foundations of contemporary atheism, as atheism uproots
faith and dries up the sources of reason and spirit under the pretext of science and rationality.

The problem of the research is the emergence of a growing non-religious movement that has evolved
from individual, scattered efforts to collective, institutionalized efforts.

The researcher used a descriptive and analytical approach to examine the intellectual foundations of
atheism, namely: the eternity of the universe and the antiquity of matter; that the universe was created by
chance (Darwin’s theory); the opposition between reason and tradition; the opposition between religion
and atheism; and materialistic positivist philosophy.

The results indicated that atheists hide behind rationalism and democracy, adorn themselves with
logic and philosophy, venerate matter and nature, and denounce religion and theology.

This paper discovered the false masks that contemporary atheism hides behind, namely: secularism,
Marxism, communism, Darwinism, philosophical modernism, and others.

The researcher recommends the urgent need to confront atheism through specialized institutions
that possess the necessary mechanisms and tools for confronting it, such as radio, satellite channels,
magazines, books, and the use of social media, among others.

Understanding the intellectual foundations of atheism helps religious institutions and researchers
fortify society and develop appropriate plans to counter atheism and prevent its spread throughout Is-
lamic countries.

Keywords: Atheism, Irreligion, Foundations, Modernity.
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