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The doctrine of loyalty and disavowal and its impact on preserving
Islamic identity in the light of globalization
A.M.Dr Madin Abed Khalaf Salah
Tikrit University / College of Islamic Sciences - Department of Islamic Creed and Thought
Madyn.abd25@tu.edu.iq
Abstract :

This research explores the impact of the doctrine of al-wala’ wa-I-bara’ (loyalty and dis-
avowal) in preserving Islamic identity, considering it a fundamental pillar in building the unity
of the Muslim Ummah and distinguishing it from other cultures and beliefs. The study reviews
the concept of al-wala’ wa-I-bara’ as presented in Islamic texts and its role in strengthening
loyalty to Allah, His Messenger, and the believers, while disassociating from the enemies of the
faith. This contributes to safeguarding the Islamic identity from dissolution and assimilation
into globalized ideologies and foreign cultures. The research also highlights the doctrine’s role
in promoting social and cultural cohesion and rejecting extremism and fanaticism. It empha-
sizes the importance of education and upbringing in instilling a correct understanding of the
concept. The study concludes that al-wala’ wa-I-bara’provides intellectual and moral immunity
that protects the Ummah from fragmentation and deviation, reinforcing its unity and stability in
the face of contemporary challenges.

Keywords: al-wala’ wa-I-bara’, Islamic identity, identity preservation, social unity.
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