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Textual criticism in light of the contemporary cognitive context:
legal controls and rational limits

Abstract :

Textual criticism (nagd al-matn) is a foundational component in the methodology of hadith
sciences in Islamic tradition, aimed at evaluating the content of transmitted reports. While
early Muslim scholars formulated rigorous criteria for this criticism, they did so within well-de-
fined religious and rational boundaries. In contemporary intellectual contexts, however, the
tools of textual analysis and epistemological paradigms have significantly evolved, raising
the question: can traditional frameworks of matn criticism be reconciled with contemporary
knowledge systems?

This research aims to critically explore the boundaries and principles of matn criticism in
light of modern epistemological developments. It is structured into three core sections: the
first discusses the conceptual foundations of matn criticism in classical Islamic scholarship;
the second examines the transformation of epistemic tools in contemporary thought; and the
third identifies the legitimate criteria and constraints—both rational and religious—for applying
modern textual criticism within an Islamic framework.

The study adopts an inductive-analytical approach while integrating perspectives from tex-
tual hermeneutics and epistemology. It concludes that the application of contemporary meth-
ods in matn criticism is plausible and even necessary, provided they remain anchored in Islamic
legal and theological principles.

Keywords: Matn criticism, epistemological context, Hadith science, Islamic principles, tex-
tual analysis, modern critique, prophetic tradition.
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