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Abstract

This research aims to examine the interactive relationship between political parties and the political
system in Pakistan through a socio-political approach that considers historical, social, and cultural
contexts. It explores the evolution of Pakistan’s political system since its establishment in 1947, the
role of political parties in shaping political life, challenges to democratic stability, and the mutual
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influence between party elites and the military and judicial institutions. The study also highlights the
impact of social structure on party fragmentation, as well as the roles of religion and regional
identity in shaping party formation and political discourse. The research concludes that weak
democratic traditions, the dominance of unelected institutions, and the fragmentation of the party
landscape have all contributed to the fragility of the political system and the inability of parties to
effectively perform their representative and oversight functions.
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