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The Influence of Context on Determining the Meaning of a Word:
A Study in the Light of *Word and Meaning Theory"
Abbass mohammed Ismaeel,

Associate Professor ( Faculty of Education - Hantoub, University of Gezira )
Abstract :

Studying language through context is among the linguistic studies which have
received significant attention from linguists because language consists of forms and
meaning. This study, therefore, aimed at investigating the influence of context on
determining the meaning of individual words, and exploring the discourse and dia-
logue that has taken place between linguists on the issue of ‘words and meaning'.
The study followed the descriptive, inductive method. The most important findings
are as follows: It has become clear that a word has two meanings: a basic, lexical
meaning and a figurative connotation acquired through using simile. Careful consid-
eration plays a significant role in utilizing a word's meaning, and the adjacent words
in the context have a role in specifying the appropriate meaning of a polysemous
word. Abd-el Gadir El-Jarjani's method for specifying the exact meaning of the in-
dividual word is more in line with linguistic reality than the views of scholars who
maintain that a word has multiple meanings even when occurring out of context.
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