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Abstract

The "War of the Tankers" occurred between 1984 and 1989, involving attacks
between Iraq and Iran, primarily targeting Kuwaiti oil tankers to undermine their
export capabilities. This conflict significantly impacted the economic and political
security of the Gulf region, posing real challenges for Gulf states in protecting their
interests and ensuring stability.

Historically, the Gulf became a maritime battlefield following the Iran-Iraq War that
began in 1980. Iraq initiated attacks on Iranian vessels in 1984, prompting Iran to
retaliate against Kuwaiti and American tankers. Consequently, maritime
confrontations intensified.

Gulf states exhibited varying responses to the tanker war. Kuwait, heavily affected,
sought international military intervention for protection. Conversely, the UAE
maintained a balanced stance, while Oman adopted a policy of neutrality and avoided
military involvement.

Economically, the conflict raised marine insurance costs and diminished oil exports,
although some nations like the UAE mitigated economic impacts due to their
strategic locations.

The war highlighted the need for enhanced collective defense among Gulf states to
address future threats. It also emphasized the role of major powers, especially the
United States, in safeguarding maritime navigation, despite differing opinions on the
extent of their involvement.

Ultimately, the tanker war transformed the perception of Gulf security, underscoring
that maritime threats are as significant as land-based ones. The research concludes
with recommendations for improved regional defense cooperation and the
strengthening of Oman’s diplomatic role as a mediator
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