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Classification of sciences in light of the ideal city
from Al-Farabi’s perspective

Dr. Abbas Rasbehani

Abstract
€€ The Virtuous City” is a fundamental theory in Al-Farabi’s philosophy, and
his other ideas are based on it. Among these ideas is the classification and
evaluation of sciences. Al-Farabi classifies sciences according to a philosophical
approach and with an educational goal, taking into account the construction of the
virtuous city. Al-Farabi mentions two types of criteria for evaluating sciences: the
first is the classification of sciences in relation to each other, taking into account
the three elements: subject, method, and benefit. The second is the evaluation of
sciences based on the general goal of building society. From this standpoint, “civil
science” and its levels of influence in achieving the virtuous city are considered a
criterion for evaluation. This view is based on the fact that science and virtue are the
foundation of the virtuous city; and to achieve such a standard society, all theoretical
and practical sciences, even arts and skills, must be used to meet the needs of the
virtuous city.

Keywords: classification, evaluation, sciences, virtuous city, Al-Farabi.
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