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Abstract

Over time, this image developed due to various political, social, and religious factors,
reaching a peak of maturity during the fifth and sixth centuries AH. This marked the
transition from the initial “nucleus” stage to the “documentary” phase in the poetic
representation of Lady al-Zahra (peace be upon her).

The "documentary" image was shaped by several dimensions. The religious
dimension sought to establish her as a symbol of a theological narrative affirming the
rightful leadership of her husband and progeny, in accordance with the Prophet’s
will. Poets such as al-Kumayt al-Asadi and Sayyid al-Himyari gave voice to this
religious narrative in their verse.

Socially, the documentary image captured key events such as her marriage to Imam
Ali (peace be upon them), portraying this historical moment with both factual realism
and imaginative embellishment. The poetic tradition recorded these events in a
manner that blended historical authenticity with artistic creativity.

Politically, this image served as a means for poets loyal to the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be
upon them) to express their allegiance. They presented Lady al-Zahra (peace be upon
her) as a moral and ideological benchmark, one that separated the righteous from the
wicked, and the followers of truth from its adversaries. Thus, the “documented”
image became an essential part of the broader, evolving poetic portrayal of Lady al-
Zahra—a portrayal that continued to grow and transform in subsequent centuries.
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