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Rereading the reasons for «Al-Imran» to be referred

to as chosen people from the perspective of the Qur'an

with an emphasis on the issue of «istafa» of Mary and
Jesus (peace be upon them)

Assistant Professor Davoud esmaely
Assistant Professor Ali Banaeian Esfahani

department of Quran and Hadith sciences, University of
Isfahan, Iran

nalyzing and examining the verses of the Qur'an based on the

known rules to interpret and understand the text is one of the

essential requirements of the research in this field in such a way that
the interpretive identity of the text is organized with it and the lack of this
characteristic challenges any interpretation of the text.

In the meantime, paying attention to the principles and rules of interpretation
such as context, structure and lexical meanings is very important. In the
upcoming research, the story of Mary (pbuh) and Christ (pbuh) in the Qur'an
is reread with the focus of Surah Al-Imran, and while analyzing the key word
«istafay in the verses of this surah, it is stated that «being chosen by God»
cannot be considered equal to «superiority» because «superiority» refers to a
person being higher, but «being chosen» refers to the allocation of a person
to have a characteristic that sometimes few other people also benefit from
that characteristic and sometimes no other person has that characteristic, so
the characteristics of the «chosen person» is not necessarily the reason for
his superiority over others, although its source can be considered his inherent
superiority; of course, the inherent superiority indicates the inherent innocence
and purity. Therefore, the analysis of the Qur'an sometimes explains the
characteristics of Mary (PBUH) or Christ (PBUH) and sometimes points to
their inherent purity and superiority; a point that can be achieved according to
the literary structure of the word «istafay.

Keyword: Maryam (pbuh), Messiah (pbuh), Jesus (pbuh), istafa, being
chosen, superiority.
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