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Reactive / Proactive Aggression Among Adolescent Prison Inmates
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Abstract

The current research aims to study the reactive / proactive aggression among
adolescent prison inmates. Reactive aggression refers to the desire to harm
someone and is stimulated emotionally. As for Proactive aggression, it refers to
the desire to achieve another goal and be calm and calculated, which is a means
to achieve another goal, or refers to the deliberate actions that are directed
towards achieving the desired goals by planning for them. The reactive /
anticipatory aggression is one of the important topics in the lives of imprisoned
adolescents, which calls for investigation and scientific research, which
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represents the problem of the current research, which will be researched by
identifying: by getting to know:
* Reactive / proactive aggression among adolescent prison inmates.
» Significance of differences in reactive / proactive aggression among adolescent
prison inmates according to the variables of sex and type of crime.
In order to achieve the above goals, the two researchers prepared a measure of
reactive proactive aggression according to the model of Dodge et al 1994, and
its final form consisted of (24) items distributed equally on the two types of
aggression.
After the procedures for verifying the availability of the scale on the appropriate
psychometric properties, it was applied to a random sample of adolescent
inmates consisting of (355) inmates distributed between Baghdad prisons and
Mosul with ages ranging from (10-21) of both sexes.
After analyzing the data collected from a sample of adolescent prison inmates
using the (SPSS) program, the results indicated the following:
= Adolescents in prisons are characterized by a high degree of reactive
aggression and a low degree of proactive aggression.
= There are no statistically significant differences in reactive aggression and
proactive aggression among adolescent prison inmates according to the gender
variable and the type of crime variable (misdemeanors / felonies).
The research concluded with a number of recommendations and proposals.
Keywords: reactive, anticipatory aggression, prison inmates, adolescents
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