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Abstract.
The subject of the study deals with the nature of relations between the Soviet and Japanese states in the period

between the two world wars (1918-1939), as this period witnessed important events that had a major impact
on determining the nature and form of relations between the two states in that era and what followed .
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The study included a brief presentation of the history of the conflict between the two countries since the
beginning of the nineteenth century as a result of each country’s desire to expand towards the Kuril Islands
and East Asian regions, and the armed conflict and treaties concluded between the two sides until 1918,
which witnessed Russia’s exit from World War I .This was followed by a brief review of the Japanese role
in the events of the Russian Civil War by supporting the White Army against the Soviet government.
However, the Soviets demonstrated their military superiority and forced Japanese forces to withdraw from
Soviet territory in 1922 .In the same year, Russia sought to infiltrate Japan by spreading communist ideas
and succeeded in establishing a communist party affiliated to it that adopted those ideas and was part of the
international communist organization, the Comintern. However, the Japanese authorities suppressed it,
persecuted its leaders, and prevented it from political work .In 1925, the two sides signed a peace treaty that
temporarily ended the military conflict between them. However, the state of stability did not last long, where
the 1930s of the last century witnessed attempts of both sides to form regional and international alliances to
mobilize support against the other, especially after Japan's attempts to expand towards Manchuria and China,
which ignited the conflict between the two sides and led to the outbreak of military skirmishes between them
in 1937, which continued till 1939, to turn into a war between the two sides that was the beginning of World
War I, which soon witnessed the entry of other regional and international parties into it. Keywords: Soviet-
Japanese relations, World War.
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