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Abstract:

A false impression is based on the beliefs of many writers, and even some constitutional law
scholars, regarding the Imami Shi'a regarding the responsibility of the head of state. While it is
possible to excuse this error in their conception of the infallible imamate, given the Shi'a belief
in the infallibility of the imams, they have misunderstood the meaning of infallibility and have
not taken the Shi'a position from Shi'a scholars and their reliable sources, as required by the
scholarly method. However, we find no justification for this excuse when the error extends
beyond the Shi'a belief today regarding the guardianship of the jurist or the permissibility of
others, other than mujtahids, assuming the office of government, even though no one believes
in the infallibility of these imams at all. This false impression we are discussing—the claim that
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the Imam, or head of state, according to the Imami school of thought, possesses absolute
immunity and is not accountable—is incorrect, both with regard to the theory of infallible
Imamate and with regard to the Imami school of thought's theory of governance during the era
of the infallible Imam's occultation, according to the statements and opinions of the Imami Shia
jurists, from whom the ruling on this issue should be taken. We have chosen to examine the
issue of accountability of the ruler in the Islamic system and the position of the Constitution of
the Islamic Republic of Iran. Therefore, the study was divided into two sections. The first
section addressed Shia Islamic jurisprudence's recognition of the principle of accountability of
the ruler and the foundations upon which it is based. The second section addressed the removal
of the head of state in the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran. We then concluded our
study with the most important findings, presenting a list of the sources relied upon in the
research.
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