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the limits jurist's role in political affairs

A jurisprudental approach between the theory of wilayat al-faqih andthe
views of the contemporary najaf school

M.Dr.Asad Abd al-razzaq al-Asadi

he Shiite jurisprudence did not have a clear presence in political jurispru-

dence as it is in Sunni jurisprudence¢ but the political experience data in
the Shiite reality indicate the existence of important shifts in the Shiite politi-
cal thought between the logic of opposition and the logic of political initiative
and interference in political affairs¢< which calls for the continuation of what it
is. The situation with regard to the Iranian experience and its reliance on the
theory of the guardianship of the juristc and what is the case in the seminary
of Najaf in terms of a special vision of the role of the jurist in the political
affairs by extrapolating central models from the positions of the Shiite jurists
in Najaf towards political jurisprudence in general< and what is striking and
justifying the approach is The rational aspect on which the Wilayat al-Faqih
project is based¢ such as the necessity to preserve the public order on which
the religious authority in Najaf was also based« even if later< by taking into
account (preserving public order) in the contemporary jurisprudential vision
regarding a set of contemporary issues closely related to the life of society
and its political status .

Accordingly¢ the position in the Najaf hawza regarding the political issue
can be described by noting the importance of the role of guidance for the
juriste regarding the existing political activity« after the results of the Iraqi
political experience in the last two decades« the practical difference between
the guardianship of the jurist on the one hand¢ and the mentorship of the jurist
on the other hand¢ In the manner that establishes a new vision that includes
a constructive difference around the limits of the role of the jurist in political
power as well as the points of convergence that I find it necessary to shed
light on¢ by clarifying the theoretical roots of both the Iraqi and Iranian ex-
periences¢ so that the vision is clear of the milestones of the transformation
and development surrounding the jurisprudence The Shiite political and the
extent of the divergence of the stances and jurisprudential trends related to the
general political affairs.
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