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Abstract:
Surface water is a major natural resource that plays a pivotal role in various aspects of life, as it is a fundamental
factor for the continuation of human life and economic, political and social activities, in addition to providing
other vital services. The importance of water resources in Iraq, especially in Diyala Governorate, is increasing
at the present time, due to the rapid population growth, urban expansion, and the increase in the basic needs of
the population. This importance has been exacerbated as a result of the changes Climate change that has affected
water availability, in addition to negative human interventions, such as mismanagement of water resources,
water pollution with sewage and industrial wastewater, which has led to the deterioration of water quality and
created major economic and social problems. The water crisis in Diyala Governorate is centered on the fact that
the Diyala River is fed by several tributaries that originate outside the Iraqi borders, which makes the quantities
of water coming into it vulnerable to the effects of the policies of the riparian countries in determining the quotas
Water, especially since Iraq is considered a downstream country. Through this study, it becomes clear that the
water resources coming to the study area are limited, and are not governed by any international agreements.
The rights of riparian countries in shared water basins are guaranteed. Climate change and its fluctuations
throughout the year, and the increase in demand for food security sources and potable water, exacerbate the

water crisis. Water policy also suffers from weak planning and insufficient resources To meet the increasing
demands for water security, it is necessary to emphasize the need to adopt effective strategies to rationalize
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water use, reduce waste, and work to preserve and develop limited water resources in a sustainable manner.
Keywords: (challenges, resources, water, Superficiality, sustainability).
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