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Abstract

      The political culture in Iraq after 2003 is a complex framework influenced by several factors, 

most notably sectarian divisions and the legacy of entrenched violence, as well as widespread 

institutional corruption, which made it a fundamental obstacle to building an effective and stable 

political system. Despite the serious reform attempts adopted by the political system, the treatment 

of this culture remains subject to the achievement of basic conditions, foremost of which is the 

promotion of inclusive citizenship values, the fight against corruption comprehensively, and 

building bridges of trust between social components, as an indispensable input to any real 

democratic transformation. The prevailing political culture, without a radical break with its 

inherited terms of reference, makes reforms mere formalities incapable of ensuring stability. This 

culture was reflected in the mechanisms of political action, where a fragile electoral model 

emerged, which-despite being conducted periodically-remained separate from the representation 
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of the real Popular Will, due to low civic participation, declining citizen confidence in political 

institutions, and the weak influence of civil society organizations in decision-making. The culture 

of dependence on regional powers (such as Iran, Turkey, and the United States) has also reinforced 

the erosion of national sovereignty, turning Iraq into an arena for proxy conflicts. This reality has 

led to the deterioration of the functioning of the political system, the recurrence of government 

crises, its inability to provide services or enforce the law, while sectarian rhetoric has worsened, 

and popular protests demanding the overthrow of the entire regime have escalated. 
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