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Abstract

This study examines the development of irrigation in Iraq during a pivotal phase of its
modern history—the monarchical period spanning from 1921 to 1958. This era
witnessed significant political and economic transformations that had a direct impact
on both the agricultural and irrigation sectors. The research sheds light on the evolution
of irrigation methods and the adoption of mechanization and steam-powered pumps
during this time. It also explores the major irrigation projects implemented along the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers and their tributaries, including the construction of dams,
regulators, and the digging of canals and waterways. These projects played a crucial
role in regulating and improving the irrigation process, organizing the distribution of
water more effectively, and mitigating the impact of the rivers' annual floods. As a
result, they contributed to expanding agricultural lands and increasing crop
productivity. The study concludes that irrigation represented one of the fundamental
pillars of Irag's economic structure during this period.
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