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Abstract

The topic of this research revolves around studying the personality of the papal
legate, Cardinal Pelagius, and shedding light on his role in the Fifth Crusade against
Egypt during the period from 615 AH / 1218 CE to 618 AH / 1221 CE.

It has become evident to us through this study that the papal legate Pelagius had a
major role in the failure of the Fifth Crusade against Egypt, because he entered into
a bitter conflict and intense competition with the King of the Holy House, Jean de
Brienne, over the leadership of the Crusader forces, and assumed the role of the
supreme commander of the forces. The armed forces, a role that does not suit him
completely, because he is a cleric who lacks military experience, and interfered in
making military decisions, forgetting his position in the campaign as a delegate to the
Pope and not a military commander, and his mismanagement and management of
affairs led to the failure of many of the Crusader attacks and to the Crusaders
suffering heavy losses in Spirits and equipment, as well as what his intervention led
to in terms of duplication of leadership in the campaign, and this duality with
differing opinions led to the occurrence of turmoil in the Crusader camp, and severe
damage to the Crusade, which had a great impact on its failure.
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