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The art of decoration in Islamic manuscripts: an applied study on some
historical manuscripts
Assist prof Dr. Ahmed Karim Mohamed Habib
College of Islamic Sciences - University of Diyala
Keywords: manuscripts. Decoration. History
Summary:

Decoration is an essential element in Islamic manuscripts in general and
historical manuscripts in particular. Scholars and scribes in ancient times were
interested in decorating manuscripts and employed it to add beauty and splendor to
the Qur'an and manuscripts. The first time it was used in the Qur'an, the Qur'an was
decorated with very beautiful decoration. It took various forms and expressed the
religious and cultural values of Muslims. It also contributed to These decorations
demonstrated the skill of the Arab calligrapher at that time, as they demonstrated the
aesthetics of the manuscript. They were of different types and shapes, each of which
was used in a specific place and in a specific manuscript. They were of different
types, such as geometric decorations. This type relied on regular geometric shapes
such as squares, triangles, and star shapes, and these shapes were repeated in the
formation of shapes -The decorative one An example of this is the Holy Qur'an
preserved in the Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo. We observed the elaborate
geometric decoration on various pages of the Qur'an, and the floral decorations. This

type of decoration is derived from the leaves of trees and plants and is designed in
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various realistic shapes. An example of this is the floral decorations found on a book
manuscript. Al-Aghani by Abu Faraj Al-Isfahani, which is preserved in the Egyptian
House of Books. This manuscript is full of colorful plant decorations that give it a
unique beauty, and animal decorations that depict different animals and are
specifically used in Islamic manuscripts and written decorations. The Muslim artist
excelled in decorating the Qur'ans and manuscripts. All of these decorations have
shown us The ingenuity of scholars and calligraphers in decorating the pages of the

Qur'an and Islamic manuscripts.



