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Al-Hassan Al-Rida Al-Senussi and his role in foreign policy until 1969
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Al-Qadisiyah University/ College of Education/ Department of History
Summary
After declaring independence in Libya and obtaining international recognition,
its foreign policy entered two phases. The first phase began from the years 1951-
1956. This phase was characterized by weakness and the lack of formation of
external ties, for reasons related to building the kingdom’s structure, as it was
suffering from the occupation policy (political, economic, and social) and the
establishment of laws establishing Governance, so the main concern of Libyan
politicians was to open international credits and support the countries for the
independence decision. As for the second stage, which is the important stage in
the history of the transformation in Libyan foreign policy, which began from
1956 until the 1969 coup, it was represented by the rise of the new Crown Prince
Hassan Al-Rida, who began his political career by strengthening External ties
and his attempt to open foreign horizons with regional and international
countries at the level of official organizations and governments. The concept of
foreign policy according to Hassan Al-Rida is not to open embassies or obtain
recognition, but rather the Crown Prince believed that it is not possible to
strengthen internal policy or enhance the economy unless he has external
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support, as well as He aimed for the Kingdom to have a military force in terms
of equipment and training, and this is not possible unless it has Western support,
especially the United States and Britain, especially since these two countries are
stationed with the most important military leaders, namely (Wells). This
approach in foreign policy was supported by the United States. Britain was in
the midst of the Cold War with the Soviet Union, as the latter was also searching
for a foothold in the region, and this was the reason for the international
competition in directing capabilities and providing facilities to the countries of
the region, for reasons also related to economic interests, as Libya contained the
largest oil producer. .Among the countries of Morocco

Keywords: Al-Hassan Al-Rida Al-Senussi, foreign policy
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