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Abstract: 

   As grammar is the basis of language acquisition, EFL learners should acquire 

proficiency in its rules to master the skills of language, especially writing. Types of 

sentences and functions of phrases are pivotal for academic writings in English 

language. Hence, this paper fathoms the abilities of Iraqi students of EFL in 

composing compound and complex sentences. Definitely, these two types can be 

problematic to EFL learners as contrary to simple sentences that have no 

coordinators, nor clauses or symmetry in the tenses. Thus, this study explores the 

Iraqi students’ competence in writing by testing their proficiency in compound and 

complex sentences. A random sample of fifty students has chosen from the 

Departments of English at the University of Thi-Qar. The survey reveals that most 

of the students’ answers to the deductive and theoretical questions range between 

good and excellent. This indicates that the students have good knowledge of the 

theoretical instructions of sentence types and charactersitics. However, the last 

question, that has been intended to check the students’ abilities to write 

composition by practicing on writing paragraphs, shows that the Iraqi learners of 

EFL are poor in composition. In other words, their abilities to write compound and 

complex sentences in a form of paragraph are not good as their theoretical 

competences. Accordingly, the study is concluded by suggesting that the Iraqi 

teachers of EFL focus on the analyses of sentence parts, especially compound and 

complex sentences, use these types in the examples they cite for the students and 

analyze the sentences thoroughly, and make the students practice writing as part 

and parcel of their courses in every branch. Thus, the students’ composition in 

English gets improved. Teachers should also help the students to get rid of mother-

tongue interference which happens in writing full paragraph composition and 

explain the difference between Arabic and English syntax as regards the sentence 

structure and types. 
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 دراست لاستخذام متعلمي اللغت الإنجليزيت كلغت أجنبيت في العراق للجمل المركبت والمعقذة في الكتابت

 و. سذبة صبنخ فُجبٌ

 جبيعخ رٌ لبس/كهُخ اِداة/ لسى انهغخ الاَكهُضَخ

 :الملخّص

ٌّ انمىاعذ هى  َزعٍُّ عهً يزعهًٍّ انهغّخ الاَكهُضَخّ كهغخٍ أجُجُخٍّ اكزسبة كفبءحٍ فٍ أدكبو انمىاعذ انخبصّخ ثهب إر إ

انجُُخ الأسبسُخّ فٍ اكزسبة انهغّخِ. ورشكّم أًَبط انجًم ووظبئفهب يذىساً نهكزبثخ الأكبدًَُخّ ثبنهغّخ الاَكهُضَخّ. 

ذضُخّ لذساد انطّهجخ انعشالٍُُّ يٍ يزعهًٍّ انهغّخ الاَكهُضَخّ كهغخٍ أجُجُخٍّ فٍ إَشبء وثبنزبّنٍ، رسجش هزِ انىسلخ انج

ٌّ هزاٌ انًُّطٍُ يٍ انجًم لذ َكىٌ يىضع إشكبلٍ نًزعهًٍّ  انجًم انًشكّجخ وانجًم انًعمذّح. ويٍ انًؤكّذ أ

اد سثطٍ ولا عجبسادٍ فٍ انجًهخ انىادذح انهغّخ الاَكهُضَخّ كهغخٍ أجُجُخٍّ خلافبً نهجًم انجسُطخ انزٍ لا رذىٌ أدو

ً فًُب ثُُهب ثبلأصيُخ. وهكزا، رجذش هزِ انذسّاسخ فٍ كفبءح انطّهجخ انعشالٍُُّ فٍ انكزبثخ يٍ  ولا رزطهتّ رىافمب

خلال اخزجبس ثشاعزهى فٍ انجًم انًشكّجخ وانًعمذّحِ. رى اخزُبس عُُّخٍ عشىائُخّ رزأنفّ يٍ خًسٍُ طبنجبً وطبنجخً 

ٌّ أجىثخ يعظى انطلّاة عهً الأسئهخ انُظّشَخّ يٍ ا لسبو انهغخ الاَكهُضَخ فٍ جبيعخ رٌ لبس، وَجٍُّ الاسزجُبٌ أ

ٌّ انطّهجخ نذَهى يعشفخٌ جُذّحٌ ثبلإسشبداد  ب َشُش إنً أ ًّ والاسزُزبجُخّ كبَذ رزشاوحُ ثٍُ رمذَش انجُذّ وانًًزبص، ي

ٌّ انسّ  ؤال الأخُش انزٌ َهذف إنً اخزجبس لذساد انطّهجخ فٍ انكزبثخ انُظّشَخّ لأًَبط انجًم وخصبئصهب. ثُذ أ

ٌّ يزعهًّى انهغّخ الاَكهُضَخّ كهغخٍ أجُجُخٍّ يٍ انطّهجخ  الإَشبئُخّ يٍ خلال رطجُمهب عهً كزبثخ انًمبطع َظُهشُ أ

ٌّ لذساد هؤلاء انطّهجخ فٍ كزبث خ انجًم انًشكّجخ انعشالٍُُّ ضعُفىٌ فٍ انكزبثخ الإَشبئُخِّ. وثعجبسحٍ أخشي، فئ

وانًعمذّح لا رشرمٍ نجىدح كفبءربرهى انُظشَخّ. وثبنزبّنٍ، رخززى هزِ انذسّاسخ ثبلالزشاح عهً يذسّسٍ انهغّخ 

الاَكهُضَخّ كهغخٍ أجُجُخٍّ فٍ انعشاق أٌ َشكّضوا عهً رذهُم أجضاء انجًهخ، خبصّخ انًشكّجخ وانًعمذّح، وأٌ 

انزٍ َمذيّىَهب نهطّلّاة وَمىيىٌ ثزذهُم انجًهخ ثشكمٍ دلُكٍ وَشجّعىٌ َسزخذيىا هزاٌ انًُّطبٌ فٍ الأيضهخ 

ٌّ انكزبثخ الإَشبئُخّ نهطّلّاة  انطّهجخ عهً انكزبثخ كجضءٍ لا َزجضّأُ يٍ يُبهجهى فٍ كبفخّ انًجبلاد. وثبنزبّنٍ، فئ

غخ الأوّ انزٌ َذذسُ أصُبء سززذسٍّ. كًب َزعٍُّ عهً انًذسّسٍُ أٌ َسبعذوا انطّلّاة فٍ انزخهصّ يٍ رذاخم انهّ 

 كزبثخ انًمبطع انكبيهخ وَىضّذىا انفشق ثٍُ عهى انُذّى ثٍُ انهغّزٍُ فًُب َزعهكّ ثزشكُت وأًَبط انجًم. 

 انًزعهًّىٌ انعشالُىٌّ، انهغّخ الاَكهُضَخّ كهغخٍ أجُجُخٍّ، انجًم انًشكّجخ، انجًم انًعمذّح : الكلماث المفتاحيتّ

Introduction 

      Writing is a receptive skill that entails learning special rules and standards that 

are related to grammar and vocabulary. However, this skill is difficult and 

problematic for native and non-native speakers as it demands balance among 

multiple things such as content, grammar, spelling, punctuation and vocabulary 

(Abu Rass, 2015, p.49) However, this skill becomes more complicated for non-

native speakers, especially when the mother tongue language is totally different 

from the foreign language such as Arabic and English. Hence, Arab learners face 

difficulties in writing in English, semantically and syntactically speaking, since the 

linguistic and the Arabic linguistic as well the orthographic systems of Arabic and 

are totally different (Alsamadani, 2010). Hence, Iraqi students face the same 

difficulties in writing in English as their mother tongue lnaguage is Arabic. 

      In order to have a proficiency in writing, students should know well how to 

write clauses, sentences, paragraphs and even essays. The basic unit of writing is 

the sentence which is defined as  “a group of words which can express people’s 

thoughts” (Fadhilah, 2022, p.53). However, the sentence consists of one clause or 
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more, dependent or independent according to the sentence type Anderson, 2014). 

Hence, there are four types of sentences: simple, compound, complex and( 

compound complex. The “simple sentence” consists of one independent or main 

clause, the “compound sentence” consists of two main clauses, or independent 

clauses joined by a coordinating conjunction”, the “complex sentence” consists of 

one main or independent clause and one or more dependent clauses joined by at 

least one “subordinating conjunction”, and the “compound-complex sentence” 

consists of one or more independent clauses and one or more dependent clauses in 

forms of compound and complex sentences together (Anderson, 2014). The last 

type is not that much common in writing especially for EFL learners. 

 Simple sentence learning usually happens in early stages. Thus, according to 

the observation of the researcher who is also a teacher, the study has to focus on 

compound and complex sentence types as they are crucial for writing in English, 

especially for Iraqi EFL learners at the higher grades. However, few earlier studies 

have been done on the difficulties that the Iraqi students of EFL find in academic 

writings. There is no previous research that has investigated the abilities of those 

students to write and use compound and complex sentences and to differentiate 

between them. Hence, this study investigates the competence of Iraqi EFL learners 

in writing compound and complex sentences. The study comprises the theoretical 

knowledge as well as the practical skill of the students. It has a random sample of 

fifty students of the Departments of English at the University of Thi-Qar. 

Accordingly, a well-planned questionnaire of diverse tests has been given to the 

students in order to get accurate results of their performance in this domain. 

Literature Review 

   There are few studies that have dwelled on the competence of writing in the Iraqi 

learners of EFL. However, there are no studies that have explored their proficiency 

in composing compound and complex sentences. As Iraqi students’ native 

language is Arabic, this review investigates the studies that has been done on 

Arabic spoken learners of EFL. English is also a foreign language for Iraqi 

learners. Thus, the review should include studies on writing sentences by EFL 

learners. 

 In investigating the writings of Jordanian students in English, Khuwaileh 

and Al Shoumali (2000) stated that They reported that 55% of the students used to 

write as they compose sentences in their mother tongue language which makes 

their writing full of mistakes in linking words use and results in incoherency in 

ideas. According to this study, mother-tongue interference affects the students’ 

competence in using linking words. Lakkis and Abdel Malak (2002) did a study on 

Egyptian students’ writings in English and reported the same problems of 

organizing ideas and linking sentences. Housen and Pierrard (2005) traced mother-
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tongue interference in Arabic speaking learners of English due to the difference 

between the two languages. Thus, Byram (2000) along with Gass and Selinker 

(2008) emphasized that the teachers of languages should clarify the differences and 

contrasts between these languages to the students. Alsamadni (2010) asserted the 

great role of “mind mapping” strategy for the students and teachers for language 

acquisition in his study that was done on students from Saudi Arabia in Malaysian 

University English Test. 

 Abu Rass (2015) explored the Arab Palestinian problems who are 

specialized in English teaching at the Arab Institute for Education, Beit Berl 

Academic College. The study that included a sample of 205 students emphasized 

that Arab students commit the same mistakes due to mother tongue interference. 

The problems that the students face according to Abu Rass compromise writing 

long sentences with mistakes in using conjunction and linking words and repeating 

the same ideas and elaboration without being able to get into the point (Abu Rass, 

2015). 

 In investigating the problems of writing in English for Iraqi students, Ali 

(2012) traced the difficulties of writing paragraphs for Iraqi students at the 

University of Baghdad. The study was concluded by confirming that the Iraqi 

students face difficulties in grammar and in coherency.  Jasim (2012) conducted a 

study to discover the reasons of weak writing capacities among Iraqi writers. The 

study concluded that the learners lack practice in writing and teachers lack 

understanding of the writing skill. In a study that was done on the writing of Iraqi 

students in the final exam at the University of Kufa, Reishaan (2013) found out 

that the Iraqi students committed similar mistakes in the use of tenses of the verbs 

due to mother-tongue interference.  

Fear and lack of confidence in writings can be a crucial issue that hinders 

good writings.  

Yahya (2017) traced the difficulties that Iraqi University students face in 

composition writing.  The study was conducted on a sample of 100 second year 

Iraqi students from English Department at the College of Basic Education, Diyala 

University. The study was concluded by confirming that Iraqi students face a lot of 

difficulties in composition writing, particularly. Fear and lack of confidence are 

two major factors that affect the students’ writings in English. 

 In an article entitled “Difficulties of Writing in English Encountered by Iraqi 

EFL Learners at University Level” that was done on a sample of 80 students whose 

major is English from the College of Education for Humanities at the University of 

Anbar, Mohammad et al. (2020) collected the Iraqi students views of writing in 

English in a questionnaire. The analysis of the findings revealed that the 

difficulties that students faced in writings could be ascribed to the lack of proper 
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help and guide from the teachers, poor grammar, time problem, misunderstanding 

of the writing skills and mother-tongue interference. 

 Reviewing other studies done on students from other nationalities, mother 

tongue interference arises as the main problem. Sari et al. (2018) analyzed the 

competence of the students in writing compound sentences at English Department, 

Universitas Negeri Padang in Indonesia. The study that included 18 students was 

concluded by revealing that the level of the students in writing compound 

sentences was average and the difficulties they faced were mostly related to 

punctuation, misuse of coordinating conjunction and omission in sentences. The 

same problems that face students in writing compound sentences were investigated 

by S. Fadhilah who identified similar problems related to the use of conjunction 

and gave suggestions of giving more practical exercises to the students (Fadhilah, 

2022).  

Koçak (2019) concluded that the most confusing type of students for EFL 

learners is the complex sentence in a study comprising 22 students from English 

Teaching Department at Hacettepe University, Turkey. In another study done at the 

English Department, FBS Universitas Negeri Padang, Princess & Syraif (2021) 

concluded that the students used to write long complex sentences with a lot of 

errors related to omission and order of the words in the sentence. 

    Consequently, the literature review reveals that the students of all nationalities 

whose mother tongue is different from English face challenges in academic 

writings. Arab students’ general problems were investigated. However, this study 

fills in the gap as it analyzes the specific area of Iraqi EFL learners’ competence in 

using and writing compound and complex sentences which are the basic units 

towards proficient writing. 

Compound and Complex Sentences 

   The sentence has to contain at least one independent clause according to its type. 

It has been noted in the introduction that compound and complex sentences consist 

of more than one clause joined together. However, we have two types of clauses: 

independent and dependent clauses. The compound sentence consists of two 

independent clauses joined by a coordinating conjunction. Whereas the complex 

sentence consists of one independent clause and one or more dependent clauses 

joined by a subordinating conjunction. The “independent clause” is “a complete 

thought” and “can stand by itself”; whereas the “dependent clause” is “an 

incomplete thought” and “cannot stand by itself” (Andersen, 2014, p.1). The 

dependent clause is recognized by the subordinating conjunction as is shown in the 

following example: 

- When I go home, I take some rest. 
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The Independent clause is “I take some rest” as it is a complete and 

meaningful clause that can stand on its own. 

The dependent clause is “when I take some rest” which has the 

subordinating conjunction “when” and cannot stand on its own.  

In fact, we have two types of conjunctions, coordinating conjunctions that 

are used with compound sentences and subordinating conjunctions that are used 

with complex sentences. The coordinating conjunction links two independent 

clauses in the compound sentence, and the subordinating conjunction links the 

dependent clause or as it might be called the subordinate clause to the rest of the 

sentence.  

Examples of these are as follows: 

- I like coffee but I prefer tea in the evening. (“but” is a coordinating 

conjunction) 

Ind. Cl.                Ind. Cl. 

- I will get some rest when I reach home. (“when” is a subordinating 

conjunction) 

Ind. Cl.                       Dep. Cl. 

The commonly used coordinator conjunctions are: and, but, or, nor, for, yet, 

then and semi colon (;) that is used sometimes to join clauses; whereas the most 

common subordinating conjunctions are: as, when, while, after, before, if, though, 

although, unless, because, even though, since, whereas and so.  

As it is discussed by (Andersen, 2014), the compound and complex 

sentences are used for the following purposes: 

1. combining parallel ideas, as in: 

           - Water is necessary for our bodies and everyone must drink 1 liter of water 

every day.  

              (Compound Sentence) 

           -  Since water is necessary for our bodies, everyone must drink 1 liter of 

water every day. 

   (Complex Sentence)   

2. comparing or contrasting ideas, as in: 

        -  She was a talented girl, but she suffered from psychological problems.  

(Compound Sentence) 

         - Although she was a talented girl, she suffered from psychological problems.  

            (Complex Sentence) 

3. conveying causes and effects or series of events, as in: 

  - I did not feel well, so I took leave. (Compound Sentence) 

 - As I did not feel well, I took a leave. (Complex Sentence) 

4. elaborating on one idea or reason: 
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   - I wish I were you, then I would not miss that opportunity. (Compound 

Sentence) 

        - I would not miss that opportunity if I were you. (Complex Sentence) 

If the subordinate or dependent clause comes before the main or independent 

clause in the complex sentence, a comma should be used as follows: 

        - If I were you, I would not miss that opportunity. 

 In fact, both compound and complex sentences have similar functions. Yet, 

the writer’s choice depends on the ideas s/he wants to convey and the emphasis 

done on the clauses. They differ in the forms and types of clauses used. However, 

the students should make sure that there are symmetries in the tenses of the verbs 

used in the clauses of the same sentence. They should also recognize the suitable 

conjunction to be used in the sentence. Moreover, they should decide which type to 

be used according to the context.  

Methods & Methodology 

This is descriptive research that describes the Iraqi EFL learners’ 

competence in composition and gives explanation of their proficiency. It is 

analytical as it analyzes those learners’ competence through tests in a 

questionnaire. It is also qualitative in some of its parts and quantitative in other 

parts as it analyzes the numbers of the participants and assesses their writings by 

grades, then it analyzes these grades, turns them into percentages and gives the 

findings accordingly.  

It is a primary data analysis of a survey made on a random sample of fifty 

Iraqi students at the Departments of English at the University of Thi-Qar. The 

survey depends on a questionnaire that has been given to the students in a form of 

tests. E questionnaire consists of two parts: theoretical and practical. Questions 1-3 

are multiple choice questions. The first set of questions testifies the students’ 

competence in choosing the right conjunctions and coordinators. The second set of 

questions checks the students’ knowledge of the structure of the compound and 

complex sentences. The third set of questions aims to check their theoretical 

knowledge of the rules of compound and complex sentences. The fourth set of 

sentences probes the students’ abilities to write compound and complex sentences. 

Finally, the last question is a practice on using compound and complex sentences 

in writing a paragraph. 

The test has been given to the students as follows: 

Q1: This is an English class.  It is about English grammar (and /so) ………. it is an 

essential lesson. The professor is an American man (but/ and/ besides) ………... 

his students aren't American (so/but/;) ……. they're foreigners.  He is a good 
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teacher (and/but/ however) ……. his students are (also/ too/ and)…….interesting.  

He has tried different methods of teaching (which/ that/ so) …………. make the 

application so easy.  

Q2 State if the following sentences are  wright or wrong in their grammatical 

connection . Besides indicate the type each sentence:                                                  

1. We will have either  to wait for them or to leave a message. (right/wrong) 

(compound/complex)                                                                                                      

2. I felt very tired in order that I went straight to bed. (right/wrong) 

(compound/complex)                                                                                                     

3. Even if he never been to France, he speaks French well. (right/wrong) 

(compound/complex)                                                                                                     

4. It is such a beautiful evening that we should go for a walk. (right/wrong) 

(compound/complex)                                                                                                    

5. I went there for to you see me. (right/wrong) (compound/complex) 

6. The girl who you saw at the party is my sister. (right/wrong) 

(compound/complex) 

7. Bill does not live in a dormitory and he has a private room. (right/wrong) 

(compound/complex) 

8. Mr. Allen is short but George is thirty. (right/wrong) (compound/complex) 

9. Jack goes downtown on Mondays; he goes to the movies on Friday nights. 

(right/wrong) (compound/complex) 

10. Bill does like Indian movies and he likes English series(right/wrong) 

(compound/complex) 

Q3: choose the correct answer: 

1. In the compound sentence we have: 

A. One clause 

B. Two independent clauses 

C. Two dependent clauses 

D. One independent and one dependent clauses 

2:  In the complex sentence we have: 

A. One clause 

B. Two independent clauses 

C. Two dependent clauses 

D. One independent and one dependent clauses 
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3: “I like him because he is very helpful”, what type of sentence is this? 

A. Simple Sentence 

B. Compound Sentence 

C. Complex Sentence 

4. Can the thesis statement in the essay be a compound sentence? Yes/ No 

Q4. Give two examples from your own expression: One is for compound sentence 

and the other is for complex sentence. 

Q5. Write one paragraph about unforgettable day (no more than five lines). Use 

appropriate connections to add, contrast, or describe your writing. 

In a primary data analysis, the answers of the students are checked and the findings 

are given to describe the Iraqi EFL learners’ competence in using and writing 

compound and complex sentence. Accordingly, their weak points and strong points 

are highlighted as well as suggestions to overcome the weak points as the 

conclusion reveals.  

Discussion & Findings 

In analyzing the students’ answers to the questions comprised 4 tests, each of them 

is targeted to test a specific point in the students’ writing skill, the answers have 

been analyzed and organized in tables to give the final findings. 

 The students’ answers to the first question that tackles the use of conjunction 

and gives multiple choices comes as Table 1 reveals: 

Table 1  
The students' performances of question (1): Students’ Use of Conjunction 

% wrong % right Item 

no. 

Student 

no. 

6 3 94 47 1 50 

2 1 98 49 2 

16 8 84 42 3 

24 12 76 38 4 

6 3 94 47 5 

20 10 80 40 6 
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The results show that the majority of the students with (87.67%) have given the 

right answers. This means that the students have a good knowledge and 

competence in conjunction functions and use. 

Table 2 indicates the students’ knowledge of the grammatical structure of 

compound and complex sentences by referring to the sentences as they are right or 

wrong in part 1 and by referring to the types of the sentences as they are compound 

or complex in part 2 . The results come as follows: 

Table 2 

The students' performances of question (2), Part 1: Structure of the Sentence 

% wrong % right Item 

no. 

Student 

no. 

0 0 0 50 1 50 

56 28 44 22 2  

32 16 68 34 3 

66 33 34 17 4 

8 4 92 46 5 

4 2 96 48 6 

68 34 32 16 7 

26 13 74 37 8 

58 29 42 21 9 

46 23 54 27 10 

Table 3 
The students' performances of question (2), Part 1: Recognition of the Sentence 

% wrong % right Item 

no. 

Student 

no. 

8 4 92 46 1 50 

16 8 84 42 2  

14 7 86 43 3 

14 7 86 43 4 

36 18 64 32 5 

78 39 22 11 6 

0 0 100 50 7 

8 4 92 46 8 

16 8 84 42 9 

4 2 96 48 10 
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In analyzing the students’ answers to part 1 of Q2, it is concluded that (53.6 %) 

gave the correct answers, while (46.4 %) had wrong answers. In part 2 of the same 

question, (80.6%) gave the right answer. This indicates that the students’ 

knowledge in the correct structure of the sentence is moderate, but they can 

recognize the type of sentence, if it is compound or complex, in a good way. 

Students’ answers to the third question, which is theoretical and is concerned with 

the rules of compound and complex sentences, come as follows: 

Table 4 
The students' performances of question (3): Theoretical Knowledge of the Rules of 

the Sentences 

% wrong % right Item no. Student 

no. 

38 19 62 31 1 50 

16 8 84 42 2  

44 22 56 28 3 

74 37 26 13 4 

The results show that the majority of the students (57%) have a good theoretical 

knowledge of the rules of compound and complex sentences. However, the 

percentage is not high but it is moderate to some extent. 

Q4 demands that students compose compound and complex sentences of their own 

to check their writings. The results are revealed in Table 5: 

Table 5 
The students' performances of question (4): Students’ Ability to Compose 

Compound and Complex Sentences 

% wrong % right Item no. Student 

no. 

14 7 86 43 Compoun

d. 

50 

22 11 78 39 Complex.  

The results show that (86%) of the students have written successful compound 

sentences, whereas (14%) have failed to do. On the other hand (78%) of the 

students have successfully written complex sentences, while (22%) have failed. 

This indicates that most of the students are proficient in writing one or two 
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sentences of their own choice. However, their abilities in writing compound 

sentences are better than complex sentences. 

Q5 is allotted to check the students’ writings of compound and complex sentences 

in a paragraph. They are asked to write about an unforgettable day in no more than 

five lines using appropriate connections to add, contrast, or describe the writing 

which entails their use of compound and complex sentences. However, not all of 

the students have performed the paragraph writing. 

Table 5 
The students' performances of question (5): Paragraph Writing 

% Non performed 

paragraph 

% Performed  

paragraph 

Student no. 

18 9 80.83 41 50 

The percentage shows that (80.83%) of the students have written the paragraphs, 

while (18%) abstained. 

 The findings of the results reveal that the students have good theoretical 

knowledge. They have successfully realized the right conjunctions according to 

their answers to the first and second question. However, some of their answers to 

part 2 of question 2 might be a guess according to the context and according to 

their previous knowledge of the sentence structure. Most of the students failed in 

recognizing the sentence type in Q2, no. 9 due to lack of knowledge that the semi 

colon (;) can replace the conjunction to link two clauses. 

 Students’ performance in Q3 have been somehow good. Yet, in no. 3 few of 

them have given the right answer as most of them have recognized (because) to be 

a conjunction for the complex sentence. In no. 4 only 13 students have answered 

correctly as most of them have imperfect knowledge regarding essay writing. 

 Q4 shows that students’ competence in writing compound sentences is better 

than complex sentences to some extent. This can be ascribed to the lack of 

knowledge in complex sentence conjunctions such as: (so... that, in order... that, in 

spite of, etc.). Q5 reveals that students’ performance in paragraph writing is very 

poor. Nine students have abstained from answering the question and forty-one 

students with percentage (82%) have poor performance with a lot of mistakes 

related to recurring use of wrong articles and joining long sentences. Hence, the 

performance in the last question can indicate difficulties of writing due to the lack 

of practice and mother tongue interference. 

 All in all, it is concluded that the Iraqi EFL learners at university level have 

a good knowledge of compound and complex sentences. They are also good at 
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deducing the type of the sentence. However, they need more practice on writing 

and more guidance from the teachers in writing paragraphs. It is highly 

recommended that the teachers analyze the sentence types for the students and 

train them on academic writing dwelling the right use of conjunction to enable 

them to move to the third level of essay writing. The students should be 

encouraged to write in English in the previous domains of literature and science 

and practice writing in order to learn how to get into the points and link the clauses 

appropriately. 

Conclusion 

   In conclusion, the types of sentences in English are crucial for the students to 

master syntax. Without mastering the rules of sentence making in all types, the 

students’ competence will be insufficient. Moreover, the students have to know 

well how to use the conjunctions in these sentences appropriately. That is to say, 

they have to get theoretical knowledge and practical proficiency. According to the 

findings of this study that depends on primary data analysis of the survey given to 

the fifty Iraqi EFL learners as a random sample, the average of students’ 

performance was good in theoretical questions. However, they need more training 

and practice on how to use these sentences in paragraph writing and how to link 

the clauses and sentences together to achieve symmetry in tenses and avoid 

contradiction as well as grammatical mistakes. 

Limitation & Scope of the Study 

In fact, this study comprises a random sample of fifty students from Departments 

of English at University of Thi-Qar. Data have not been collected from other Iraqi 

universities to compare and contrast the Iraqi EFL learners’ performance in 

composing compound and complex sentences due to the difficulties in collecting 

data that the researcher has faced. Yet, this study can be a basis for other future 

study that will be done in other branches and universities in Iraq. Thus, this study 

can be a reference for future researchers who seek to collect data in order to check 

the Iraqi students’ competence in sentence making and composition writing.  
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