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The role of laws complementing the provisions of the Constitution in
completing the legal system
Abstract:
Laws supplementing the provisions of the Constitution are among the
fundamental pillars of the constitutional system, as they constitute a link
between abstract constitutional texts and practical legal applications.
They are not directly included within the Constitution, but they are
responsible for implementing its provisions and detailing its principles by
organizing public authorities, defining the mechanisms of political and
administrative action, and guaranteeing rights and freedoms.The criteria
for distinguishing between these laws vary. Some rely on form, looking at
the procedure stipulated in the constitution for the issuance of the law.
Others rely on content, while a third group believes that it is necessary to
combine both form and content to ensure accurate description. Despite
the differences in criteria, the essential function of these laws remains to
ensure integration between the constitutional text and the reality of the
legal structure.Jurisprudential opinions differ regarding the legal nature of
these laws, depending on the type of constitutional rules themselves. In
systems with flexible constitutions, these laws do not differ from ordinary
laws in the procedures for amending them. However, in systems with
rigid constitutions, they acquire a more binding nature and are subject to
more complex procedures that preserve the supremacy of the constitution.
In Iraq, there are numerous examples of supplementary laws, covering
vital areas such as the organization of elections, the conditions for
candidacy, and the formation of the legislative authority, as well as laws
on political parties, labor, and unions. The 2005 Iragi Constitution
explicitly refers to these laws, of the various components of the
population, and respect for public freedoms.Thus, supplementary laws are
not merely ordinary legislation, but rather an extension of the
constitution. They do not rise to the same level as the constitution, but
they constitute an integral part of its structure and are indispensable for
ensuring the effectiveness and stability of the constitutional system.
Keywords: Supplementary laws / Constitution / Constitutional provisions
/ Completion / Legal system.
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