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Abstract : The Middle East represents a strategic pivotal point in the
balance of power in the international system, due to its unique
geographical location and vast natural resources, in addition to its
control over several vital sea lanes for global trade and energy. This
location has been a center of attraction for major powers, led by the
United States and Russia, which have historically competed to expand
their influence in the region, each according to its own vision and
interests. Amid this international competition, China has emerged as a
rising power seeking to strengthen its presence in the Middle East
through tools different from those used by traditional powers. Instead of
military interventions or political alignment, China has adopted a
pragmatic foreign policy focused on long—term economic interests,
employing initiatives such as the Belt and Road Initiative to strengthen
economic and logistical ties with countries in the region. Chinese policy
toward the Middle East is characterized by caution and balance, as
Beijing seeks to expand its partnerships without entering into axes or
conflicts, and maintains balanced relations with both Moscow and
Washington. At the same time, China is keen on regional stability as a

prerequisite for the success of its strategic investments and projects.
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This research reviews aspects of Chinese interaction with The Russian—
American rivalry analyzes how China employs its soft power to achieve
its interests without compromising regional stability or becoming
embroiled in sharp polarizations. It also highlights the nature of the
Chinese approach, based on relative neutrality, economic engagement,
and quiet diplomacy, which makes its presence in the Middle East a
model different from the American and Russian presences. Keywords:
Middle East, China, Russian—-American rivalry, Chinese strategy, and

Chinese interests in the Middle East.
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