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The Efforts of Kurdish Scholars in the History of Arabic
Literature from the 5th to the 7th Hijri Century
ABSTRACT

Kurdistan (as mentioned in Sharafnama on the History of Kurdish States and Emirates,
1953, p. 12) has given birth to numerous scholars—men of knowledge, literature, and
culture—throughout the ages. History bears witness to their vast knowledge and relentless
efforts in preserving science, literature, the Arabic language, and religion. Each of these
individuals played an important role and marked a significant presence in the field of
knowledge, particularly in literary life. The language of the Holy Qur'an had a profound
impact on their mastery of the Arabic language, including grammar, morphology, rhetoric,
and more. One of the essential requirements for any scholar before interpreting or engaging
in Islamic jurisprudence was to have a strong command of the Arabic language.

Based on this principle, Kurdish intellectuals left a clear mark through their writings, ideas,
literary, intellectual, historical, and religious visions. Kurdish scholars made significant
contributions to the building of Islamic civilization, as their literary works greatly
influenced students of knowledge, who studied their writings as curricula taught in the
schools of Baghdad and other Islamic cities and regions. Thus, the prominence of Kurdish
scholars rose during the Islamic eras, especially in the Abbasid period.

In this study, we aim to shed light on the contributions of Kurdish scholars to literary life
during the Abbasid era. Accordingly, our research is divided into three sections: the first
begins with an introduction highlighting the importance of the study. Then, the first chapter
discusses the general conditions of the Kurds during the Abbasid era. The second chapter
addresses the motivating and influential factors behind the development of the literary life
of Kurdish scholars during that time. The third chapter focuses on the specific contributions
of Kurdish scholars to literary life in the Abbasid era. Finally, we conclude with a summary
of the study’s findings, based on a range of key sources that formed the backbone of this

research.
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