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The Concept of "Verb" in Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani's "Al-
Mugqtased fi Sharh al-Idah": A Comparative Analytical Study
in Light of Modern Linguistics

This research undertakes an academic analysis of the
concept of "Verb" as presented in "Al-Mugqtased fi Sharh al-
Idah" by the prominent Arab linguist and rhetorician, Abd al-
Qahir al-Jurjani (d. 471 AH/1078 CE). The study aims to
delineate Jurjani's perspective on the verb, situating it within
the theoretical framework of the historical development of
Arabic grammatical thought. A systematic comparison is
conducted between Jurjani's views and the theoretical
contributions of leading grammarians, jurists (Usuliyyun),
and morphologists. The research meticulously surveys
various definitions of the verb, ranging from its lexical
semantics to traditional grammatical definitions — including
definition by exemplification, temporal reference, combined
temporal and eventive reference, and classificatory
morphological cues. Special emphasis is placed on the
predication-based definition adopted by Jurjani. The study
particularly highlights Jurjani's epistemological standing in
the history of grammatical thought, offering a detailed
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analysis of his concepts of "predication" and "reporting"
within the context of his theory. This analysis is supported by
an examination of his philosophical and logical arguments
underpinning his definition. Furthermore, the research
discusses the multifaceted semantic dimensions of the verb,
illustrating how temporal, eventive, predicative, and
morphological/lexical components converge to shape this
pivotal concept. The study employs a comparative analytical
approach, integrating insights from modern linguistics to
illuminate nuances and contribute to a deeper understanding
of the theoretical underpinnings of Jurjani's grammatical
framework.
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