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Role of News Websites in Shaping Public Attitudes Towards 2025Arab Summit in Baghdad

Lect. Dr. Marwa Radi Kadhim Al-Asadi
Abstract
The researcher formulated the research problem through the following central question: What is the role
of news websites in shaping public attitudes toward the Arab Summit held in Baghdad in 2025? This
research adopts a descriptive approach, employing a field survey method. Data are collected from
selective students at the University of Karbala. The sample of 200respondents was selected, drawn
equally from: the College of Education for Human Sciences, the College of Law, the College of
Engineering, and the College of Applied and Medical Sciences with 50participants from each. The
sample was balanced in terms of male and female and academic specialization (humanities and sciences).
The research tools included a structured questionnaire and a three-point Likert scale designed to measure
attitude formation. The researcher formulated three hypotheses derived from the Dependency Theory of
Mass Media. The study concluded several key findings, the most prominent of which include:
.1Alsumaria News is among the most prominent news websites covering the Arab Summit in Baghdad.
It is the preferred platform among the surveyed participants.

.2The Palestinian issue is the most closely followed topic by respondents concerning the Arab Summit
in Baghdad on news websites.

.3The most participants access news about the Arab Summit in Baghdad through social media platforms
which serve as gateways to news websites.

.4The first hypothesis (Cognitive dimension) was confirmed that news websites contribute to shaping
public attitudes and prioritizing issues. It provides information that enhances knowledge and clarifies
ambiguity surrounding the conference.

.5The second hypothesis (Affective dimension) was validated since news websites attract audiences by
presenting events in engaging and interactive ways that influence perceptions.

.6The third hypothesis (Behavioral dimension) was supported because news websites emphasize a
specific event. It prompts public interaction and may lead to concrete behavioral responses in the real
world.

Keywords: News Websites, Arab Summit, Baghdad Summit 2025, Public Attitudes
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