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The public position on the Crusader invasion of the Levant  During the
era of Fatimid influence(490-567 AH / 1096-1171 AD)
L.Dr. Ahmed Jalil Jailan
Abstract

Since the establishment of the Fatimid state in Egypt they worked to extend
their political influence to the most important vital region adjacent to the
borders of Egypt« which is the Levant< which served as a safety valve for the
Fatimid caliphate in Egypt as a jihadist field that yearned to be honored as a
citadel for jihad against the Byzantines and then the Crusaders at a later time.
Society was composed of many elements and social groups« including Arabs«
Turks¢< and Saglabi. Perhaps the most prominent of these elements were the
people of the Dhimmah:« represented by Jews and Christians. As a result of the
political and sectarian conflicts that took place in the cities of the Levant« this
led to the weakness of political authority and its division between multiple
parties. This matter prompted the Crusaders to exploit this rupture and weakness
by trying to control the Levant« motivated by many reasons. Here« the common
people found themselves facing a great danger« which was facing the Crusader
threat due to the weakness and weakness of the ruling authorities. Most of these
groups had different roles in confronting the Crusader invasion.
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