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Abstract : After the dissolution of the Soviet Union in the 1990s, which
led to the rise of the United States as a dominant power in international
politics, and with the emergence of globalization, patterns of conflict and
wars changed in a way that required the use of multiple methods, which
prompted Russia and other international powers to employ mercenary
groups to achieve their strategic goals. At a time when the Russian-
Ukrainian war is escalating and appears as a confrontation between two
regular armies, it seems that there is another aspect to this war
represented by the involvement of mercenary groups in the conflict.
This portends the emergence of a wave of extremism and terrorism that
may pose a major threat to security in the European continent and
around the world. From this perspective, and to demonstrate the extent
of the participation of mercenary groups represented by the Russian
(Wagner Group) in the conflict, and the parties that support them, with
a focus on the future risks that may threaten the security of the
countries of the European continent that believed that they would
remain far from violence and extremism as long as they were an active
party in proxy wars in other countries, mercenaries played an important
role in implementing their strategies thanks to their financial and military
capabilities, and this was clearly demonstrated by the employment of
mercenaries (Wagner Group) Russia and their involvement in the

Ukrainian war, but the employment of mercenaries has led to violations
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of human rights and national sovereignty, and the deterioration of
humanitarian conditions in the affected areas, and that the use of
mercenaries poses a challenge to international laws and raises
questions about adherence to them, and can lead to the replacement of

official armies with mercenaries and the exacerbation of conflicts.

. Keywords: Recruitment — Mercenaries — Russia — Ukraine.
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