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The Arab and African Dimension in Libyan-Tunisian
Relations 1954-1974: A Historical Study

ABSTRACT

The study sheds light on relations between Libya and Tunisia during the
period 1954-1974, the subsequent African dimensions, the political and
social changes experienced by the two countries, and the challenges imposed
by these changes that shaped the course of Arab and Arab-African relations.
This study examines key events, most notably the outbreak of the Algerian
Revolution against French policy in 1954, which led to a rapprochement
between the two countries. Libya was among the first Arab countries to
support this revolution, taking advantage of the shared border between the
two countries. National affiliation and fraternal ties between the two
countries also dictated joint action on common Arab issues, both within the
Arab and African dimensions. Libya's stance on racist policies was reflected
in its actions, including its refusal to recognize and engage with this policy.
Through its foreign policy, it supported any proposal that opposed apartheid.
Tunisia's stance on the apartheid policy pursued by the South African
government was also highlighted by its severing of political and economic
ties. It supported all resolutions condemning this regime and committed to

implementing them.
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