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AL-HUTAI'AH'S TRAGEDY AND ABSENCE OF EGO
Shammel Abdullatif
Dhi Qar Directorate of Education
shammelxxx_2013@yahoo.com
Abstract

A reader of Al-Hutai'ah's poetry would not find what he is used to find in Arabic
poetry in terms of fixed values, themes, or meanings. Perhaps this is the reason
why critics have labeled his poetry evil and vile, whose author has departed
from the traditional path of hospitality, ascription culture, and honoring
families, kings, and caliphs. This research seeks to understand Al-Hutay’ah’s
poetry in a way that challenges critics and chronicles. It is hard for a researcher
to enter into a poem or collection empty-minded of what previously learned and
studied. Nonetheless, we will make this clear conflict between letting go
prejudices and then committing to integrate these prejudices into our thinking as
an interpretive method for understanding al-Hutai'ah's poetry. Our focus will be
on the tragic side of his poetry — a side which has manifested itself clearly in a
group of topics, which can be summarized as follows: good and evil, the ethics
of obedience, pessimism and optimism, satire, body and mind, and poetic
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violence. We will then relate these topics to questions like, what are the qualities
that have been given to al-Huttay’ah’s poetry then and now? How is his poetry
any different? What is the reason that drives the poet to such bleak picture?

The research ends with a number of conclusions that can be learned while
reading and analyzing the texts, perhaps most noticeably is that the satirized ego
in al-Hutay’ah’s poetry was hardly marked by an evil propensity, and that
ancient Arab criticism has read al-Hutay’ah beyond the boundaries of its poetic
text.

Keywords: good and evil; pessimism and optimism; body and mind; poetic
violence.
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