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Abstract : The relationship between state structure and public policy—
making is a fundamental issue in political science and public
administration, as the constitutional and institutional framework of a
state directly affects the formulation and implementation of public
policies. This research aims to study and analyze this influence through
three main chapters combining theoretical analysis with an applied case
study of Iraq. The first chapter provides a theoretical and conceptual
framework by defining the state and its elements, state classifications
(unitary, federal, centralized, decentralized), and the role of
constitutional and political institutions. It also explores the concept of
public policy, its cycle stages, and the main actors involved. The
second chapter discusses the impact of different state forms on
decision—-making and public policies, the role of the executive,
legislative, and judicial authorities, and presents comparative
international experiences (United States, Germany, France, Iraq). The
third chapter presents an applied study on Iraq post-2003, focusing on
the state’s structure, distribution of power between the central
government, the Kurdistan Region, and the governorates, and the
impact of political and institutional environments on key policy areas
such as health, education, and the economy. The research concludes
with key findings, evaluation of the hypotheses, and recommendations
for researchers and policymakers to strengthen the relationship between

state structure and public policy—-making.Keywords: State structure,
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