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Abstract
This research examines the extent to which the Iraqi legislator adheres to the principle of legality in criminalization and
punishment when addressing emerging crimes that have arisen due to technological and social transformations. The
analysis revealed that the general provisions in the Iraqi Penal Code are insufficient to effectively confront such crimes,
resulting in legislative gaps that undermine the principle of legality. The study reviewed certain special legislations as
attempts to address this shortcoming; however, they remain limited and incomplete. The research highlighted the
importance of precise legal drafting and the prior definition of criminal acts. It concluded that confronting emerging crimes
requires a comprehensive legal update that respects constitutional safeguards, and recommended the enactment of clear

and modernized legislation that promotes justice and protects society.Keywords: Emerging crimes, legality of
criminalization and punishment, Iraqi criminal law, criminal policy, cybercrimes, punitive provisions.
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