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Abstract
Forensic linguistics is an interdisciplinary field that applies linguistic analysis to legal contexts, examining
evidence such as texts, recordings, and discourse to aid judicial processes. Its core functions include
speaker/writer identification through "linguistic fingerprints," detecting forgery, and resolving ambiguities in
legal documents. In Iraq, despite its potential to address modern crimes (e.g., cyber threats), this discipline faces
challenges: limited academic programs, scarce expert collaboration, and underdeveloped institutional
frameworks. Western case studies—such as the Derek Bentley case (1952) and the $13-million comma dispute
(2017)—demonstrate how linguistic analysis can decisively influence verdicts. In the Arab world, applications
remain rare, though exceptions exist, like the linguistic examination of Hisham Talat Mostafa’s case in Egypt.
Key recommendations for Iraq include establishing specialized academic programs (e.g., joint master’s degrees
between law and linguistics faculties), creating databases for linguistic evidence, and integrating forensic
linguistics into judicial training. These measures could enhance justice through reliable linguistic evidence and

align Iraq with global advancements in forensic science.Keywords Forensic linguistics, linguistic fingerprint,
linguistic evidence, crime analysis, Iraqi judicial system, cybercrimes, speaker identification.
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