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The semantic difference between words with similar meanings in the Holy
Qur’an
Dr. Hamdiya Mohan Hmoud
University of Baghdad, College of Islamic Sciences
Email: dr.hamdiyah@cois.uobaghdad.edu.ig

Research Summary

The semantic difference is a linguistic phenomenon that has preoccupied
scholars in ancient and modern times, and what is meant by it are those precise
meanings that the linguist searches for between words with similar meanings, so
he thinks they are synonymous. Because these meanings are hidden except to
the most eloguent speakers of the language, this similarity in connotations and
closeness in meanings was noticeable among the ancient Arabs, but with the
passage of time and the length of the era; Due to the frequent use, these words
developed, and people began to use them with one meaning, not paying
attention to the subtle differences between them, nor taking into account the
differences in them according to their origin in the language, out of neglect of
them, or ignorance of them, so it was that several words were synonymous with
one meaning as a result of the development in usage. The linguistic dictionary is
sufficient to reveal these semantic peculiarities, and by tracing the Qur’anic
usage, those special connotations become clear, that is, the Qur’anic context.
The research included a definition of the concept of difference linguistically and
terminologically. Then some words are defined, including: between two words
that are close in general meaning and different in context and wording, and
among them: between more than two words that are close in general meaning
but different in context and wording. There are many words, but | will adopt
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examples of them. The research concluded with a conclusion that included its
results, followed by a citation of the research’s sources and references.
Keywords: difference, significance, words that are similar in meaning in the
Holy Qur’an.
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