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Abstract : This study explores the role of the legislative branch in
combating corruption, using Iraq’s Council of Representatives as a case
study. It seeks to assess how effectively the Council’s constitutional
and oversight tools—interpellations, votes of no-confidence, and law-
making powers—curb administrative and financial corruption. A
descriptive—analytical methodology was employed, combining semi—
structured interviews with members of the Integrity and Finance
Committees and content analysis of 27 oversight-related statutes
enacted between 2016 and 2024. Findings indicate that parliamentary
action has exposed several high—profile corruption scandals (e.g.,
energy contracts), yet continues to be hampered by slow follow-up
procedures, partisan polarization, and limited coordination with
independent oversight bodies. The study recommends: (1) increasing
transparency of questioning sessions, (2) instituting a digital tracking
system for committee recommendations, (3) amending the Council’s
Rules of Procedure to impose strict deadlines for governmental replies,
and (4) creating an open legislative database enabling civil society and
media to monitor MPs’ performance. Implementing these measures
would bolster Irag’s compliance with the United Nations Convention
against Corruption (UNCAC) and enhance the legislature’s preventive
and deterrent capacities. Keywords: Legislative Authority -

Corruption - Iraqi Council of Representatives.
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(*) Gopalj, Yaday, “Corruption in developing countries: Causes and solutions”, global blues

and sustainable development the emerging for bureaucracy, international political science

association, university of south Florida, September, 2005, p. 70.
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