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Sultan titles in the Fatimid state in Egypt and their political and religious
significance From 358 AH - 567 AH /968 - 1171 AD
A. L. Nada Abbas Farhan
Holy Karbala Education Directorate

Summary :-
This research highlights the titles of the caliphs and ministers of the Fatimid state in
Egypt, which is considered one of the titles of the Fatimid Caliphate. Titles
occupied a large part of the attention of the Fatimid caliphs in Egypt, and the
Fatimid caliphs followed the path of the Abbasid caliphs in Baghdad in adopting
titles, and the ministers took titles. Some of them chose them for themselves, and
some of them were granted by the caliphs to their ministers in exchange for their
loyalty to the Fatimid state. We also seek through research the strength of the titles
of the Fatimid caliphs in Egypt in the era. The first Fatimid era, and the official
titles of ministers entered a period of political conflict as they took titles for
themselves in the second Fatimid era, which witnessed forms of diversity and
pluralism at the expense of the Fatimid caliphs, which will be demonstrated
through the pages of this modest research.
Introductory words: The Fatimid state, titles, ministers, the Fatimids.
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Conclusion-:

This study concluded the importance of sultanic titles and their political and religious
significance in the history of the Fatimid state, whose use was an extension of the
titles of the Abbasid state, and can be summarized in the following points:

1- The Fatimids had many titles: including the Fatimid Caliph, named after Fatima al-
Zahra (peace be upon her), or the Alawite Caliph, named after Ali bin Abi Talib
(peace be upon her), and among them were the Egyptian Caliphs because they were
born in Egypt, and titles were an essential part of political life, and they were
interested in them. They paid great attention and expanded their use. They adopted
it for religious reasons, and the Fatimid caliphs designated the name of God
Almighty with their own names, such as Al-Mu’azil, the Religious of God, Al-
Mighty in God, Al-Hakim by the Command of God, Al-Zahir in the religion of
God, Al-Mustansir by God, Al-Musta’li in God, Commander of God’s Laws,
Preserver of God’s Religion, Victor of God’s Command, and Winner of God’s
Victory. The one who supports the religion of God.

2- The caliphs granted their ministers titles, such as Yaqgoub ibn Kilis, who was called
the vizier during the reign of Caliph Al-Aziz Billah, and some of the ministers went
too far and took titles for themselves, such as Badr Al-Jamali during the era of Al-
Mustansir Billah, and Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Al-Afdal during the era of Al-Hafiz li-
Din Allah.

3- The majority of the titles of the Fatimid ministers are that they were added to the
terms state and religion, to give a clear indication of the combination of political
and religious authority under their hands on the one hand, and of the weakness of
the Fatimid Caliph, his submissiveness, and his submission to the ministers on the
other hand.

4- The many titles granted by the Fatimid caliphs to their ministers to challenge the
authority of the Abbasids on the one hand, and to ensure their control and loyalty to
the Fatimids on the other hand.
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