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The psychology of the terrorist image
a psychological analysis of the image of the terrorist al-Baghdadi
Lect. Ageel Habib Obeid (PhD(.
Diwaniyah Education Directorate/Educational Guidance

Abstract

Terrorism as a phenomenon (violent extremism) is mostly read throughout
the history of the

human sciences, such as sociology, psychology, anthropology, law,
geography, etc., but it has

remained far from modern sciences that were born as a result of the
development and spread of digital technology and advanced media.
Therefore, this tremendous digital progress has imposed a new reality
regarding the phenomenon of violent extremism, as its armed
organizations have become involved in this rapid development that has
transformed them from classic organizations that rely on written text to
organizations that seek to confirm their media presence through modern
technologies, especially with regard to photography and ensuring that the
image is at the forefront of their speech. This digital expansion of the
scourge of terrorism threatened the security of all societies, especially our
Iragi society, and almost destroyed its social unity. We witnessed this
hideous exploitation of the Internet world with ISIS, as it did not leave any
corner of this space, or any social media platform, without exploiting it for
the benefit of its terrorist ideology, or what is called (the Dark Web), and
it is expected that this exploitation will extend to include Artificial
Intelligence technology (AIT) and Metaverse virtual reality technologies.
In contrast to the escalation of the relationship between these organizations
and cyberspace, a scientific gap emerges, which requires specialists to fill
it with research. Accordingly, this study seeks to attempt to read the history
of these movements and organizations from the perspective of image
psychology. The study will take the image of the terrorist Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi declaring the "Caliphate” as an example. Keywords: violent
extremism, modern media, image psychology .
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