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Abstract
The foundations serve as the pillars upon which understanding the
Quranic text is based, and they define the Correct methodology the com-
mentate or ought to follow. Imam Ali (Peace be upon him) laid down a

¥ set of foundational Principles that should be taken into account before be-

x ginning the process of Quranic interpretation. This practice by Iman Ali
:’ j_(pbuh) is part of the Ahl al-Bayts guiding approach to engaging with Holy
Quran. The deep Connection between the Quran and the prophet's family.
is a continuous existential relationship that will last from the time of its
revelation and will Continue until the Day of the Judgment. Upon reading
Nahj al-Balagha, we find that some of these foundations pertain to the mor-

al aspect, such as sincerity of intention, while others relate to the epistemo-

logical aspect, such as consideration of Context.

Keywords: Foundations of Understanding, Quranic Text, Commander of
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