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Abstract

This study examines Zoroastrianism and Aryan heritage as two of
the most prominent ancient religious ideas that emerged in Iran and
India. Zoroastrianism is one of the most important religious expressions
that emerged from the heart of the ancient Aryan heritage, founded by
its founder, Zoroaster. Zoroastrianism combined many ideas or aspects,
including spiritual, ethical, and mythological ones, whose origins go back
to the religious culture of the Indo-Aryan peoples. However, Zoroaster
did not stop at adopting and being influenced by these ideas, but rather
added to them what was consistent with his new religion.

In order to uncover this religion and the extent of its commonality
with the Aryan heritage, | followed an analytical approach in order to
read the texts. | also relied on the comparative approach in order to
make comparisons between the ideas and elements that both agreed
upon, especially those related to religious symbols and rituals, whether
in Zoroastrianism on the one hand, or their counterparts in the Aryan
tradition, whether in Vedic India in particular.

At the end of the study, | reached a set of results, the most important

of which are: that the fiery (fire) and luminous (light) symbols emerged
as among the most important signs or symbols that were considered
common cosmic signs between them. This was clearly evident in the
example of the sacred fire that the Zoroastrian religion embodied in the
god of goodness, which is what was shared with what was in the Aryan
Vedic religion, which embodied its belief in the god “Agni” in the Vedic
religion. Also among the results is that the duality of good and evil, light

and darkness, had a centrality and great importance both in the Aryan

heritage and religion. Zoroastrianism, however, developed in the latter

@uﬁl‘rwi&wﬂs}—&»%lfMl&é \YQ4
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to a moral dimension that distinguished it from Aryanism. Also, one of
the findings is that the concept of temples and holy places shared many
aspects, even though Zoroastrianism was distinct from Aryanism. Finally,
one of the findings is that they shared an eschatological conception of

.death, judgment, and retribution

Keywords: Zoroaster, Religion, Aryan heritage, Rituals and symbols.
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(2) Zoroastrians: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices< Boyce< M. 2001«
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