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Abstract:

The South China Sea is one of the world:s most important water—
ways, connecting the Pacific and Indian Oceans and representing
a major transit point for global trade, with a significant propor-
tion of international shipping traffic passing through it. The sea
contains significant natural resources, including vast reserves of
natural gas and oil, as well as rich fisheries, which increases its
economic value and increases international competition. There-
fore, China seeks to strengthen its strategic influence in the region
as part of'its vital interests. It has built artificial islands and worked
to develop military infrastructure to impose its control and secure
its resources, reflecting its expansionist ambitions in the region.
However, these expansions face ongoing challenges, as Chinass
interests overlap with the claims of other regional states such as
Indonesia, the Philippines, and Vietmam, which consider some
parts of the sea to be within their sovereignty. This has prompted
them to file legal complaints in international courts, China also
faces pressure from the United States, which considers the expan—
sion of Chinese influence to be limiting its global interests, lead-

ing to escalating military and economic tensions. In light of this
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tense situation, the South China Sea has been described as a <hot |
sea; due to the intensification of conflict between the competing
parties. Observers believe that escalating tensions could turn this
region into a potential flashpoint for a US-China confrontation.
Keywords:South China Sea, Sino-American rivalry, strategic
dimensions
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