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Summary:

This research aims to examine the term “al-Za‘arah” as used in the science of
al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil (criticism and validation of narrators). This term was used to
describe twenty-seven narrators. The researcher investigated its usage in linguistic
sources, biographical works, and books of narrator evaluation—focusing on its defi-
nition, scholars’ opinions, and compiling the names of those who were described
with it.

One of the key findings is that this term was applied by hadith scholars to indi-
viduals characterized by harshness, bad conduct, or a sharp temperament. However,
it was not always intended as a form of criticism or a declaration of weakness. While
the term is generally unfavorable in the context of narrator evaluation, it does not
necessarily undermine a narrator’s integrity (‘adalah) or impair the acceptance of

their narration, as affirmed by hadith critics.

Keywords: Insolence, Descriptive Terms, Jarh (Discrediting), Ta'dil (Praise

Terms), Harshness, Ethical Conduct.
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