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Romantic Characteristics in Khalil Mutran’s Poetry
Ministry of Education: General Directorate of Education in Najaf Governorate
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Abstract

This research examines the romantic characteristics in the poetry of the Lebanese-
Egyptian poet Khalil Mutran, one of the most prominent pioneers of the Romantic
school in modern Arabic literature. Mutran formed a bridge between the classical
tradition and the early days of poetic renewal in the Arab world. This study aims to
shed light on the romantic elements that seeped into his poetry, influenced by
Western culture, to which Mutran was exposed through his translations, his extensive
knowledge, and his own personal experience. The research adopted the literary
analytical approach by reading a selected group of Mutran’s poems and analyzing
them to reveal the most prominent romantic features in them, such as personal
experience, sentimentality, contemplation of nature, sadness and alienation, rebellion
against the restrictions of classicism, and attention to imagination and poetic imagery.
The research showed that Mutran was able to combine the warmth of emotion and the
sincerity of experience with artistic coherence and poetic awareness, thus being a
distinctive voice that paved the way for the emergence of the Diwan group and the
Arab Romantic poets who came after it. The research also clarified how Mutran
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expressed the human self in its struggle with life and destiny, and how he painted
poetic images rich with feelings and symbols, employing nature as a mirror for his
psychological worlds. The research also discussed the impact of Western
romanticism in shaping the vision of poetry without losing its connection to Arab
heritage and its national spirit. The study concluded that Mutran Khalil Mutran is the
cornerstone in the development of Arab Romantic poetry, and that his experience
represents an important transitional stage towards poetic modernity. The research
recommended more comparative studies that link Mutran’s poetry to Western literary
trends and highlight his position in the development of sensitivity. Contemporary
Arabic Poetry.

Keywords: Mutran Khalil Mutran, Romantic Poetry, Modern Arabic Literature,
Nature, Conscience, Innovation
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