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Research summary:

Title of the Research: The Use of the Term “Kull” as an Expression of Generality and
Its Ranking According to Imam Al-Zarkashi — May Allah Have Mercy on Him — in His
Book Al-Bahr Al-Muheet

Research Outline: This study is divided into three main sections, each comprising three
subsections. It aims to explore the linguistic and juristic implications of the term “kull” as
a universal expression and to clarify its significance and status in the field of Usul al-Figh
(principles of Islamic jurisprudence), specifically through the lens of Imam Al-Zarkashi’s
renowned work Al-Bahr Al-Muheet.

Main results:

- Imam Al-Zarkashi — may Allah have mercy on him — was one of the distinguished
scholars of his time, known for his vast knowledge and encyclopedic grasp of various
Islamic sciences.

- His book Al-Bahr Al-Muheet is considered a comprehensive reference that brings to-
gether previous works in the field of Usul al-Figh. It addresses nearly every issue related
to this discipline, making it an essential source for scholars and students alike.

- Imam Al-Zarkashi categorized expressions denoting generality into three types: those
derived from language (lugha), customary usage (“urf), and reason (‘aql).

- He identified the term “kull” as one of the strongest expressions of generality. Ac-
cording to him, it encompasses all entities: rational and irrational beings, masculine and
feminine, singular, dual, and plural forms.

- In his analysis of the term “kull”, Imam Al-Zarkashi drew upon authoritative linguis-
tic sources, as well as the writings of earlier jurists and scholars of Usul. He presented a
comprehensive discussion of its implications and its ranking among other expressions of
generality.

Recommendation:

I strongly advise researchers in the field of Usul al-Figh to study Al-Bahr Al-Muheet,
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as it is indeed an ocean in scope and encyclopedic in its coverage. It contains the opinions

of numerous scholars, some of which have been published and verified, while others re-

main in manuscript form, awaiting editing and publication.
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