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Abstract.

Freedom of expression is embodied in the ability of a person to express what he believes in terms of
opinions, ideas, or beliefs by any means of expression, whether verbally, by gesture, or by any means
of various broadcasting whether visual or audio media, the digital Internet network, or any other
means without affecting the public order or the rights of others. The right to freedom of opinion and
expression is included among the moral rights and freedoms, as Islam guarantees this freedom to all,
rulers and ruled. These rights were mentioned in the French Declaration of Human Rights in 1789, in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, and in the two international covenants in 1966.
Moreover, the right to freedom of opinion and expression has also been mentioned in the texts of
previous Iragi constitutions. Besides, the Law of Administration of the State for the Transitional
Period 2004 included texts that refer to this right. However, this right did not find a place for practical
application in Iraq until after 2005 and in a varying manner. Article 38 of the Iragi Constitution of
2005 constitutes an advanced stage in the existence of a suitable environment for the right of
expression in the Iraqi state. Still, it is not sufficient to guarantee this right. The legislative authority
should regulate freedoms and rights with its discretionary authority unless the constitution restricts it
with specific systems that stop its unregulated expansion and set frameworks for its practice. If the
constitutional articles are applied realistically and soundly, they will result in the birth of a democratic
society that contributes through their opinions to building and elevating their country.
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