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Abstract:

Title of the Research: The Cause of Riba (Usury) in the Six Usurious Categories
Researcher: Dr. Fawaz Ghazi Mohammad Al-Otaibi

Allah Almighty has permitted trade and prohibited usury (riba), which constitutes one
of the fundamental prohibitions in commercial transactions. Determining the cause (‘il-
lah) of riba is one of the most intricate issues in Islamic jurisprudence, with considerable
disagreement among scholars regarding its cause.

This study aims to identify the cause of riba al-fadl (usury of excess) in the six explic-
itly mentioned usurious categories: gold, silver, wheat, barley, dates, and salt.

Methodology: The study adopts the inductive, descriptive, and inferential methodolo-
gies.

Findings: The study arrived at several conclusions:

1. Riba in these six categories is based on a specific cause, and the ruling of riba applies
to them and to anything that shares the same cause.

2. The cause for these six categories and others is unified: they are considered mone-
tary assets, a concept expressed by jurists as absolute priceability (o)) 3kes). There-
fore, any true monetary asset—whether inherently fungible commodities, such as the six
usurious categories, or conventionally accepted monetary forms such as paper or electron-
ic currency—shares the ruling of money and is subject to riba.

3. Anything that people adopt as a standard, medium of exchange, or measure for
valuing goods and services and that gains widespread acceptance is regarded as monetary
property and subject to the rulings of riba.

Money has undergone several developmental stages:

- Initially, commodity money (e.g., gold, silver, wheat, barley, dates, and salt),

- Followed by metallic money,

- Then paper money,

- And most recently, informational (digital) money.
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The six usurious categories mentioned in Islamic texts served as forms of commodity
money during the Prophet’s time “;‘9&%’ . These categories fulfilled the functions of money,
acting as:

- A standard for valuing goods and services,

- A medium of exchange,

- A store of wealth, and

- A tool for settling deferred debts.

Characteristics of the Six Usurious Categories as Commodity Money in the Prophet’s
Era:

1. They had universal acceptance.

2. They had intrinsic utility.

3. They held inherent value.

4. They were portable and storable.

5. They were fungible, allowing division into standard units with equal value.

Keywords: Cause of riba, riba al-fadl, usury.
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